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The Six Extinction of the Planet
In her text “The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History,” Elizabeth Kolbert explains how the commencement of significant human activities have impacted the earth’s geology and ecosystems. In page 124, she writes that the current environmental path “is likely to leave a legacy of the Anthropocene as one of the most notable, if not cataclysmic events in the history of our planet.” This quote depicts the thesis of Kolbert’s text that human activities are negatively affecting the planet and leaving a trail of destruction. Some of the quotes that support this statement include: “Since the start of the industrial revolution, humans have burned through enough fossil fuels-coal, oil, and natural gas to add some 365 billion metric tons of carbon to the atmosphere” (Chapter 6) and “today, there’s almost no place left on the planet where the saturation state is above four, and if current emissions trends continue, by 2060 there will be no regions left above 3.5” (Chapter 7).
The first quote points out how the lifestyle of people has contributed to the pollution of the environment and depletion of natural resources. In this quote, Kolbert explains that human desire to grow and advance through industrialization has caused the environmental impacts of billion tons of carbon on the atmosphere as well as deforestation effects as people look for more raw materials and energy sources for their industries. Kolbert explains that pollution has been increasing every year which also increases the concentration of greenhouse gases on the atmosphere today. 
In the second quote in chapter 7, the author continues to explore the negative impacts of industrialization age on the ecosystem. The impact highlighted in this chapter is the acidification of the coral reefs which serves as habitat and food for many marine animals. Kolbert explains that the destruction of the coral reefs is contributed to the extensive emissions of greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide which acidifies when it gets to the water. The author warns that if the current emission rate continues there won’t be any more reefs. The acidification of the ocean waters reduces the saturation levels, which lowers the number of corals. Through this quote, Kolbert also compares the situation before the industrialization citing that before the coral reefs were sufficient and could be found at a saturation rate of about four or five. But, today, this has changed and most of the coral reefs have declined due to poisoning from the greenhouse gases emitted from the industries.  












